JULY 2006 * OCS GRANTS ALERT BULLETIN

GRANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

At Risk Youth:
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Minority Health announces the availability of funds for, “Caring Across Communities”: Addressing Mental Health Needs of Diverse Children and Youth, a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) initiative. This initiative will address the mental health needs of underserved children and youth by supporting school-connected mental health services for students who require them. Special emphasis will be given to projects that help children of immigrant and refugee families overcome the cultural and language barriers to mental health services. The application deadline for brief proposals is July 28, 2006.  Deadline for invited full proposals is September 14, 2006.  Visit http://rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=19607 for complete information.
The Virginia Health Care Foundation encourages the development and submission of proposals which will grow and or strengthen Virginia’s health care safety net in the following priority area:  Creating a Local Coordinated Systems of Care. The grant application process begins with the submission of a concept paper. While organizations can submit a request at any time, to be considered for a grant during VHCF's Fall cycle, concept papers for the Fall cycle are due August 10, 2006.  The Foundation staff will review concept papers and correspond with applicants regarding requests for full proposals. Applicants will be notified within two weeks of the deadline for submitting concept papers. For more information visit the foundation’s website at http://www.vhcf.org/grants/how.php
The Ruddie Memorial Youth Foundation aims to identify and disseminate innovative and effective practices for helping underprivileged youth reach their full potential. The Foundation helps assess the effectiveness of innovative youth programs by offering Evaluation Grants. These grants are targeted to innovative programs or innovative components of programs that provide youth with new opportunities for health, personal growth and success. Grants range from $5,000 to $20,000 and are targeted to small or medium nonprofit organizations with budgets of less than $5,000,000. (The Foundation also offers Replication Grants and Dissemination Grants for previous grantees.) Grant applications must be submitted online at the website listed above by August 1, 2006.  Please visit there website at http://www.rmyf.org/grants.cfm
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) in the Department of Health and Human Services anticipates funding the following discretionary grant programs in FY 2007, based on the President’s FY 2007 budget request. The information provided is tentative and preliminary. These plans may change and final figures will not be available until after SAMHSA receives its FY 2007 appropriation.

· The purpose of the Statewide Family Networks program is to enhance capacity and infrastructure at the State level to meet the needs of children and adolescents with serious emotional disturbances and their families. To achieve this goal, the program assists family members to work with policy makers and service providers to improve services for children and adolescents with serious emotional disturbances and their families. Target date of publication is Fall 2007.  Please visit http://www.samhsa.gov/Grants/2007/fy2007opps.aspx
· The purpose of the Adolescents at Risk program is to evaluate voluntary school-based programs that focus on identification and referral of high school youth who are at risk for suicide or suicide attempts. Grant funds may not be used to pay for direct treatment services. Target date of publication is Fall/Winter 2007.  Please visit http://www.samhsa.gov/Grants/2007/fy2007opps.aspx
The Hasbro Children's Foundation, a philanthropic program of toy and game manufacturer is committed to improving the emotional, mental, and physical well-being of children from birth through age twelve and their families through the support of innovative direct service programs in the areas of health, education, and social services.  In making funding decisions, the foundation is guided by three values: Caring, programs that work to ensure that all children have safe and caring environments where they can grow and thrive; Opportunity, programs that provide healthcare, education, and social services that give young children the help they need to join their peers in learning and achieving; and Joy, opportunities for the most vulnerable children to experience joyful moments as part of their everyday life.  The foundation provides three types of direct-service funding support:  Innovative Programs with Local Impact, National Replication/Adaptation/Expansion of Innovations and Innovative Programs with National Impact.  Requests for funding are reviewed on a rolling basis. See www.hasbro.org/hcf for complete funding guidelines, application procedures, and examples of funded programs.
The National Children's Alliance (NCA) administers federal funds for the start-up and/or expansion of Children's Advocacy Centers. Children's Advocacy Centers are programs designed by professionals and volunteers responding to the needs of their own communities. The Centers offer a new way of serving abused children through a comprehensive approach to services for victims and their families. The Centers stress coordination of investigation and intervention services by bringing together professionals and agencies as a multidisciplinary team to create a child-focused approach to child abuse cases. NCA offers several different categories of grant funding for NCA-member and non-member agencies, including staff training grants, program development grants, and tribal program grants. The deadline for competitive grants is September 13, 2006, and the deadline for non-competitive grants is October 11, 2006.  Visit the website listed above for more information at http://www.nca-online.org/grants.html
Scholarships:
La Unidad Latina Foundation awards educational scholarships to Hispanic students on a competitive basis that range from $250 to $1000.  The foundation accepts applications within the 45-day period prior to the deadline which will be September 1st for the October 15th deadline.  Visit 
" 

http://foundation.launidadlatina.org/Apply.html for more information. 


In 1994, the Virginia Department of Social Services established a trust fund for Virginia foster care youth progressing in post secondary education or vocational training.  The funding may be used to cover tuition, books, fees, supplies and incidentals.  The department is pleased to announce for a limited time (June 1, 2006 thru September 15, 2006) the trust fund will also pay campus room and board and unpaid student loans for eligible youth.  Payments will be made directly to the education institution for current enrollment expenses or, in the case of student loan repayment, the lending institution.  Local departments of social services (LDSS) are the primary referral source for the trust fund.  The LDSS must make a recommendation regarding the youth’s need for financial assistance and potential for successful completion of school.  Applicant eligibility criteria and special application are available at http://localagency.dss.virginia.gov/division/dfs/fc/ilp/index.html.

Education:

The Charles Lafitte Foundation makes grants toward education, children’s advocacy, medical research and the arts. Open letters of inquiry for funding are reviewed on a rolling basis.  
For details visit http://www.charleslafitte.org/applications.html
The Milken Family Foundation sponsors educational programs that stimulate creativity and productivity among young people and adults that encourage learning as a lifelong process. Requests for funding are reviewed on a rolling basis.  For details visit http://www.mff.org/about/about.taf?page=funding
Caterpillar Foundation provides support for education; health and human service; culture and art; and civic and community activities. The foundation accepts proposals throughout the year.  For more information please visit there website at http://www.cat.com/cda/layout?m=39201&x=7 
The Lowe's Charitable and Educational Foundation is dedicated to improving the communities the company serves through support of K-12 public education, community improvement projects and home safety initiatives. The Foundation also provides Vocational Trade School Scholarships to eligible students through selected community colleges and technical schools, as well as grants to K-12 schools through the Outdoor Classroom Grant Program. Applications are accepted at any time (except for the scholarship program), and must be submitted online. Visit the website application instructions for the Foundation’s programs at   

http://www.lowes.com/lowes/lkn?action=frameSet&url=apps.bridgetree.com/funding/default.asp
Community Outreach:
The Bedford Community Health Foundation provides grants to non-profit organizations which offer health related services to the citizens of Bedford City/County.  Application deadline is October 1st.  Please visit http://www.bchf.org/gprocess.html
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families (ACF) announces availability of funds and request applications to sponsor a Head Start Program in Arlington, Virginia.  The ACF solicits applications from local public or private non-profit organizations, including faith-based organizations or local for-profit organizations, which wish to compete for funds that are available to provide Head Start services to children and families residing in Arlington, Virginia. The intent of this announcement is to provide for the continuation of services as previously provided by the former grantee; Arlington Community Action, Inc. Funds in the amount of $2,051,083 annually will be available to provide Head Start program services to eligible children and their families. The former grantee was funded for a total enrollment of 293 children and families. Eligibility is limited to local public or private non-profit organizations, including faith-based organizations or local for-profit organizations, which can provide Head Start services to children and families residing in Arlington, Virginia.  Interested applicants should call the ACYF Operations Center at (866) 796-1591 for information on participating in the pre-application conference call and to receive pre-application materials. Deadline is August 14, 2006.   Please visit http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/HHS-2006-ACF-ACYF-CH-0305.html
The Safeco Community Grants Program supports nonprofit organizations that promote neighborliness by bringing people together in and around cities where company employees live including Richmond, Virginia. Safeco funds programs focused on: building an economic foundation for strong neighborhoods; protecting the foundation of strong neighborhoods; and helping neighborhoods flourish and thrive. In all cases, priority is given to programs serving disadvantaged and diverse populations. The deadline to receive applications is August 11, 2006.  

Please visit the website at http://www.safeco.com/safeco/in_the_community/corporate_giving/community_grants.asp
